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the first Labour Government was adequate, for it was advisable
at all costs to demonstrate to the country that such a Government
could be formed; but there was no justification whatever for the
second venture, which was apparently entered upon only because
the leaders of the party could not resist the temptation once again
to attempt the impossible. * Cromwell, I charge thee, fling away
ambition: By that sin fell the angels.'
Thorns and thistles appeared in the Labour field almost as
soon as the crop was sown, for the two oppositions once again
began the old congenial task of goading and defaming the Labour
ministers, and of taunting the members of the party with incapacity
and cowardice. Mr. Baldwin had helped to lure the Socialist fly
into the capitalist web by his promise to abstain from 'factious
opposition,' but while a few of the Tory front bench occupants
observed this undertaking, back-bench terriers were encouraged
perpetually to snap and snarl at the Government's heels. Without
reproof from their leaders they sought, with incredible meanness,
to wound the Prime Minister by calling the attention of Parliament
to the fact that, in order to enable him to return from a country
engagement in time to attend a national thanksgiving service after
the severe illness of his Majesty the King, 'he had used a service
machine instead of hiring a -private aeroflane*x These 'gentlemen
of England* had got the Labour Party precisely where they wanted
it, with its arms tied helplessly behind its back.
When the first session of the Parliament began the Prime
Minister generously asked me to propose that the customary
'humble Address' be presented to his Majesty, for his 'gracious
Speech,* and the question immediately arose as to whether, under
a Labour Government, the established custom of wearing court
dress or uniform should be honoured by the proposer and seconder.
Considerable pressure was put upon me to conform with ancient
tradition, but my mind was definitely against doing so and, although
the Government had left the matter entirely to my own choice, I
informed the chief whip that, if by appearing in ordinary morning
dress I should embarrass the Government, I would gladly give
way to any one with a less marked puritanical bias. This appar-
ently trivial matter aroused general interest. Newspapers gave
contradictory accounts of what I intended to wear, and I jokingly
informed inquirers that I proposed to appear in shorts and a red tie.
But so far as I remember no one thought of asking what I intended
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